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A couple of months ago my esteemed predecessor Bruce Lawson wrote an excellent article about the 0.9
Beta version of the freeware Web Accessibility Toolbar developed by the Accessible Information Solutions
(AlIS) team at the National Information and Library Service (NILS), Australia.

Recently (on the 8t July) a new English language version was released (along with Japanese, Italian and

French versions). This is a popular tool — as | sit to write this article a mere six days after release - there have
already been approximately 20,000 downloads (so congratulations to Steven Faulkner and the rest of the

team).

So first things first, what is the purpose of the toolbar — well to quote the development team:

"The Web Accessibility Toolbar has been developed to aid manual examination of web pages for a variety
of aspects of accessibility. It consists of a range of functions that:

Identify components of a web page

Facilitate the use of 3rd party online applications
Simulate user experiences

Provide links to references and additional resources"

Allin all then a pretty useful tool for anyone who wants to get to grips with testing their site — or as Bruce said
in the previous article, learning from others by deconstructing their sites.

Basic Information

To download the Toolbar and get the entire documentation visit
http://www.nils.org.au/ais/web/resources/toolbar/, the filesize is only 550Kb and the requirements are
nothing too highbrow — Windows and IE 5 or higher with JavaScript enabled (it's been tested on Win 98, 2000,
NT and XP).

One thing to note is that, because the Toolbar accesses files held on other sites (the NILS and W3C ones)
you'll need to be connected to the Internet to get the full range of Toolbar function. Of course this does
mean that over the lifetime of the Toolbar, you may notice some changes in the way things work if those files
are revised. Furthermore, to allow for the fact development is very much an on-going process it does have
an update function.

So download the file, double-click on AccessibilityToolbarSetup.exe and a couple of painless seconds later
the toolbar is neatly installed into your browser (split for convenience):
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Toolbar Functionality

OK, I'm not going to take you exhaustively through every single piece of functionality on the Toolbar — the
documentation is available from the download site, but what | will do is just run briefly through the different
options and highlight the ones that grabbed my attention.

AIS Web Accessibility Toolbar

AISWEI: Accessibility |

Toolbar
[ Acceszible Information Solutions [A15) »
Accessihility Toalbar Options »

Aocessibility Toaolbar Documentation

About - Acceszibiliby Toolbar
Contact 415

Updated: 2004-07-08

This gives access to a number of different websites associated with the developers, allows you to e-maiil the
developers and under Options, amongst other items, allows you to toggle hot keys on and off. The default
setting | showed at the top of the article is with the hot keys off. With them toggled on we get:

A|S et AccessbIY () + | @f validate(D) ~ | ful Resize(z) ~

So for those who may struggle with mouse control, <ctrl> <alt><number> will yield the drop-down menu,
which can then be navigated by the arrow keys.

Validate

| f validate |

T WAL HTML Yalidator C
WA C55 Validator G
WIC HTML Tidy C
WAL Link, Checker L4
WG HTML Validator C
WG Link Valet »

B w3C P3P Walidator

A superb aid for quickly checking validation of either your own pages or those of the site you are visiting —
choose between the W3C or the Web Design Group versions, check HTML, CSS, links and even your
implementation of a P3P privacy policy.
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Resize

| EResize < |
8 B40 = 480
8 a00: 600

8 1024 768

Cusztom Sizes ¥

Does what it says on the can. Allows easy checking of the appearance of the chosen page with different
sized browsers. The custom sizes submenu, apart from allowing definition of parameters, also provides a link
off to a screen size tester at AnyBrowser.com.

CSS

| ] css v |
| B 55 On/Of
B Inline C55 OF

= Show Applied Styles
& Show Style Sheet
& Test Styles

8 Deprecated HTML

Now this unassuming dropdown contains so much educational value it's just amazing!

If you really want to just prove to yourself that all those sites on CSS Zen Garden are just all done with CSS and
not mirrors and unbelievable sleight of server-side processing, then visit there and play with this option. Firstly
you can toggle CSS (external sheets or just inline style elements) on and off.

The next three options all really aid in the analysis of a site; Show Style Sheet simply brings up the style sheet
for the page in a new window while Show Applied Styles brings up a new window and displays just the style
elements associated with the element under the mouse cursor at the time:

OK the website isn't up to much (I'll have a stern word with myself ® ), but now I'll be able to understand the
horrors that each of my elements contains a whole lot easier.
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Please don't code like this at home ...

Then to top it all off we get the Test Styles option that brings up a new window and allows us to change styles
on the fly — you can either use it to learn from the masters or even see how bad you can make things:
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A New CSS Style Sheet - Microsoft Inte... Q@E| ils now available - see below

f% Type C33 rules here and they will
bhe applied

from 'www.sedgleylocalhistory.org.uk!’

immedistely as long as you keep this The present building was consecrated on

window open. */ Monday 6th July 1829 - some eight years befare

Yictoria became Queen. This year's 175th
hl anniversary is being marked with services,
font-weight: bold; font-size: 1Zpt; concerts, festivals and numerous other events.

hackground: #c0000f: margin-hottorm:
10px: width: 350px:; color: HO000S0:
font-family: arial, wverdana, times new
r OMman

Cne highlight of the celebrations is July’s Flower
Festival beginning on Friday 2nd through to
Monday S5th. The displays will draw on well known
Bible stories with local churches and organisations
supporting the venture. The same weekend is
marked with special services and entertainments.

... but it could have been worse

Lastly here we can see what deprecated tags may have been used on the page - if you've been good a
nice little dialog saying that no deprecated elements have been used pops up.

Images

|£§|Images - |

5 Image List
B Tooggle Imagead
B Show Images

Nice for ensuring that all the images on a page have alt attributes correctly assigned - good for checking
how the chosen page is going to come across without graphics.

Colour

€D Colour * |

B Greyzcals
2 Colours used

& Contrast Analyzer [new window]

Here it's worth noting that as yet the grayscale option doesn't work on PNG files. Selecting Colours used will
bring up an analysis and display of the various colours used in a new page, while the Contrast Analyzer takes
you off to the Juicy Studio Colour Contrast Analyser.
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Structure

[ structure ~ |

| B Headings
= Heading Structure

B List ltems
8 Fieldset / Labels
8 Acronpms A Abbreviations

8 Event Handlers
B Accesskeps
8 Tablndex

Simple Data Table
Complex Data Table
Table Borders

Table Cell Order

Linearize [Remove Tables]

OOoO0Oamo

B Frame Borders
=2 Frame Name / Title

B Show Divs
B Show Other Element(z)

Another fantastic aid — without running through all the options, this set of options will mark up all the various
elements in your chosen web page. Immediately useful items for editors is to see the Heading Structure in a
page.
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Then for really understanding the layout of a page check out the table options and Show Divs:

Sedgley Local History Sociely

To be quite honest as a hewbie to using CSS | often wondered about how all the components of a site relate
and | can see I'd make a great deal of use of this feature.

This feature also, according to the documentation, will display warnings and information bubbles next to
onouseover, onclick and onfocus events as necessary — a feature | hadn't experimented with at the time of
writing.
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Tools

|%Tnnls - |

The Wave

Torquemnada

Teszt de Accesibilidad 'Web
Cynthia 5ays

Bobby

Juicy Studio Toalz
Webuxact

T ¥ v ¥ v ¥

5 Wiew Source
2 View Generated 5 ource
5 Wiew Partial Source

B Save az HTML

Simnulations L

In one of Rachel Andrew's latest articles (Accessibility Validation) she talked about how to understand the
output from the Cynthia Says validator and also about the importance of testing sites for accessibility in say
text viewers such as Lynx.

This option facilitates easy access to both a variety of validators (and different options within those tools) in
the top menu, while the Simulations sub-menu (shown below) gives a variety of tools for analyzing sites for
specific issues — as we can see a direct link to the Lynx viewer is provided.

B Dizable Plagin:
8 Cizable Mouze

B Diabetic B etinothopy
B Cataracts
B Macular Degeneration

B Glaucoma

2 Colow Blindness
8 Reduced Contrast
B Grevscale

B Ly Viewer
B2 Flickering Images Demo.

Within this list examples are provided of what a site might look to a person suffering from a particular sight
disorder. Having never considered some of these issues before | found experimenting with some of these
simulations humbling.
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The lEndscape of the Manor was much changed
in the C19th and first half of the C20th by coal
mining with winding gear, open cast working and
piles of waste never far from view . Less than half
2 mike from the centre of Gospel End village were
the biggest pit mounds of all - the waste heaps of
Baggeridge Collery created by tipping from an
owverhead cable system. These were the result of
nearly severnty years of activity 2= the South
Staffordshire Thick or Thirty foot seam was mined
under the Manor and outhying parts of
Wiowerbampton by the Black Courntry's deepest
underground workers,

Text from a page with cataract simulation applied.

Doc Info

|-J(] Doc Info - |

i = Page Information
i Metadata Information

B Pageweight/Speed
& Page Speed Report

o Lizst Frames
t& List Links
= List Linked PDF's

The Doc Info menu carries a variety of options to assist with transmission and operation of the page. More
third party tools are enlisted to support optimization and download speed analysis. Accompanying them are
more administrative tools to allow page analysis (links, linked PDF's, and frame lists).

Refs

|\__:£Refs - |

Acceszbility Guidelines L

Accessibility / Usability Resources  #

Language References L

A set of extremely helpful links to web based resources. Here you can jump off to WCAG and Section 508
literature, a variety of fantastically helpful websites as well as technology references for CSS, HTML 4.0, XHTML
1.0, JavaScript and W3C specs.
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IE Options

| & E Options

v Toggle Image

v Toaggle Javaszcript
v Toggle Actives
v Toggle C55
Acceszbility Dialog
Text Size r

This menu presents a variety of quick routes to altering your |IE browser settings. In reading the documentation
though | think it is worth flagging up two particular warnings:

¢ If you disable JavaScript you will also render many of the Toolbar functions inoperative as well (as
many are JavaScript based)

e The CSS toggle is NOT a Microsoft supported function. It is worth remembering to turn this back on
before shutting down IE, otherwise you may find some windows outside IE (that make use of CSS) not
looking at all normal!

Magnify

| &k -

03

100%
200%
3007
400%
5007
E00%

OoooOooOooOooannOano

Lastly a feature that does exactly what it advertises — zoom in and out of your web pages until your eyes go
dizzy.
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